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28021 1Z 021098/61 

R 271547Z APR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 

UNCLAS STATE 094573 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CE 

SUBJECT: COMPLAINT FROM U.S. FLAG VESSEL OWNERS 

1 . USDA IS REPEATEDLY RECEIVING COMPLAINT FROM U.S. FLAG 
VESSEL OWNERS THAT G.S.L. IS DEDUCTING ALLEDGED CARGO 
LOSSES FROM FREIGHT REVENUE. OWNERS MAINTAIN THESE ITEMS 
SHOULD BE PURSUED THEM NORMAL CLAIM CHANNELS WITH P AND I 
CLUBS AND THAT FREIGHT PAYMENTS SHOULD BE MADE AS PER BILL 
OF LADING QUANTITIES. 

2. WHILE TITLE I REGULATIONS ARE SILENT ON THE CLAIMS 
ACTIVITY WE FEEL THAT POSSIBLY THE OWNERS HAVE A SOLID 
POSITION. THIS IS WHY THEY BELONG TO P AND I CLUBS. 

3. PERHAPS YOU SHOULD DISCUSS WITH PROPER AUTHORITIES AND 
SUGGEST DECISIONS TO WITHHOLD LOSS AND DAMAGE CLAIMS FROM 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 STATE 094573 

FREIGHT MIGHT BE TEMPERED TO SOME DEGREE WITH CONSIDERATION 
TO FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY OF CARRIER INVOLVED. 
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